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reproductive status) (Lee and McCracken 2001) o 3 nights of sampling thus far: June 24, August 13, September 23 in 2022

o We captured bats in handheld modified hoop nets o Data demonstrate that Merrihew Cave has a high proportion of females,

o Bats were placed into labeled huckets corresponding to sampling period especially when compared to “maternity” colonies farther south and west,
« Sampling began with the start of outflights, with sampling periods lasting 3- as some colonies have nearly 2.15(M):1(F) sex ratios (Geluso and Geluso
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o Data were taken on sex, age (volant young or adult), and reproductive status Great Plains compared to more arid regions.

o August sampling demonstrated that juveniles emerged in middle of outflight,
well after sunset. This is consistent with literature that show juveniles
leave later due to poor flying ability and lower energetic demands (Hughes
et al. 1995, Kunz and Stern 1995).

o September sampling showed juveniles and adult males leaving early and adult
females increasing throughout outflight. This could be due to lower
energetic demands from female adults that are no longer reproductive,
whereas juveniles hegin foraging for themselves. Bats left the cave later
into the evening overall too during this month. However, it is hard to draw
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