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Rationale. Embryos from five
wild or hatchery populations
were used to establish a
population of westslope
cutthroat trout in the
renovated (i.e., piscicide
treatment) habitat of upper
Cherry Creek with the
hypothesis that embryos from
source populations in habitats
that more closely matched
Cherry Creek would survive
better. Further, thereis a
growing body of evidence that
source populations with
increased genetic diversity will
have higher survival. Tissue samples have been collected from multiple generations of the growing
population of cutthroat trout in Cherry Creek. The Institute will use these samples to further test
the hypothesis that genetic diversity of source individuals is a key component for successful
establishment of native trout populations in new or renovated habitats.
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